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Welcome from the Chairman

Dear Friends

It is with enormous pleasure that I welcome 
you to this, our second Newsletter. Since I 
last wrote, in May's Annual Report, the 
Friends have been extremely active and our 
programme of events and activities is an 
ever-growing one. As always our main focus 
has been on helping the Vicar, Church-
wardens and PCC in their responsibility of 
maintaining our wonderful Abbey and, 
through the generosity of our members and 
of several bequests, we have been able to 
assist with the funding of a variety of 
smaller projects around the building, to 
sponsor two chorister bursaries for Schola 
Cantorum and, most significantly, to 
underwrite the urgent work needed on the 
Milton Organ so that it can go ahead as 
planned in the New Year.

Our AGM was extremely well attended and 
David Ireson's splendid talk about his 40 
years with Musica Deo Sacra was greatly 
enjoyed. A transcript of his talk remains 
available on the website. On the following 
day we visited Southwell Minster and an 
account of our experiences there is included 
in this Newsletter. At the end of October I 
was privileged to represent the Friends of 
Tewkesbury Abbey at the National 
Conference of Cathedrals, Abbeys and 
Greater Churches held in Ely. Again a report
follows on page 4. Delegates at the 
Conference were particularly interested in 

hearing about the success of our Young 
Friends. They too have been busy under the 
inspirational leadership of Joanne Raywood 
who writes about all that they've done on 
page 6.

Given the developing extent of our activities,
we feel it is time to make an appeal for 
volunteers to help us in any way they feel 
able, whether in assisting with refreshments
at events, helping organise activities and 
outings or, indeed, being willing to take a 
lead role in any of those things. If you live 
within fairly easy reach of Tewkesbury and 
would be able to offer help, please let us 
know about your availability. Contact details
are provided on page 8.

The Newsletter includes details of the 
Abbey's Christmas services and there is also 
preliminary information about two 
forthcoming events in 2018: a concert of 
medieval music by Waytes and Measures in 
February and the second Fitzhamon 
Lecture, given by Professor Joyce Hill, in 
April. We hope to see you at all or some of 
these events.

May I conclude by wishing you and your 
families a very happy and peaceful 
Christmas and a Friendly New Year!

Graham Finch, Chairman

The Friends' visit to Southwell 
Minster: Monday 3rd July 2017   

The Friends' visit to Southwell Minster on 
the day following their Annual General 
Meeting in early July proved to be another 
great success. All were ‘present and correct’ 
and ready for the off at half past eight on 
Monday morning. In prospect the journey 
perhaps seemed to be rather a long one and 
thus daunting but in the event, with a break 
for coffee, it passed quickly and pleasantly 
enough. 
  
We arrived in Southwell during the late 
morning and, armed with a map which had 
been part of a comprehensive set of notes 
kindly and very efficiently put together for 



each of us by Patricia Purkiss, most of our 
group had a walk around the town. And a 
very interesting walk it proved to be in this 
most fascinating of places. Firstly, mainly 
adjacent to the Minster, were the numerous,
and in some cases stunningly beautiful, 
prebendal houses giving a glimpse of how 
part of the Church of England used to be, at 
least in some places, in the nineteenth 
century and before. One could imagine 
Trollope getting some of his inspiration 
from an environment such as this. During 
our walk we saw the house where the 
Bramley apple was first grown, one of the 
houses where Lord Byron had lived, the 
local workhouse and the many ordinary but 
very beautiful buildings which together 
make up this most pleasant of small English 
towns.     

We found our own lunch in one of the 
various hostelries and cafés in Southwell 
and then re-assembled together for a short 
film about the Minster. Subsequently, in two
groups, we were guided round both the 
Minster and the Archbishop's Palace. In the 
mediæval period the Diocese of York was so 
large that the Archbishop had three centres 
in addition to York itself, one was Southwell 
and the other two Beverley and Ripon, 
hence there being the Archbishop’s Palace 
in Southwell. Southwell was made a 
cathedral in its own right in 1884.

The central tower of the Minster, the 
transepts and all west of them are largely of 
the early twelfth century. The chancel and 
the whole of the eastern arm of the church 
was rebuilt in the mid-thirteenth century by 
Walter de Grey, then Archbishop of York 
and the builder of the transepts at York in a 

similar style. The chapter house, perhaps 
the glory of Southwell’s architecture and one
of the finest buildings of gothic Europe, was 
built towards the end of the thirteenth 
century. In addition to the magnificent 
building itself there were so many 
interesting and very beautiful details to see, 
several of them modern, such as the 
wonderful glass by Patrick Reyntiens [1996] 
in the west window of the nave, the stations 
of the cross by Jonathan Clark [1999], the 
Christus Rex in the crossing tower by Peter 
Eugene Ball [1987]. And older things too 
such as the fifteenth century lectern, some 
mediæval stained glass, the early fourteenth 
century rood screen, all proved fascinating 
and interesting.

After our tours we were entertained to 
afternoon tea by the Friends of Southwell 
Minster in the south transept ~ and a very 
good tea it was too. This was followed by the
opportunity to stroll, in the sunshine, 
around the beautiful gardens of the ruined 
Archbishop’s Palace.

 
Our visit was finally rounded off by our 
attending a very moving Evensong in the 
Minster beautifully sung by the precentor 
and the girls’ choir. 

And so back to Tewkesbury after a day 
enjoyed by a happy, if rather tired, group of 
people grateful, I feel sure, to all those both 
in Tewkesbury and at Southwell who had 
worked so very hard to make the visit such a
success. Our thanks are particularly due to 
Patricia Purkiss for her thorough organ-
isation of all the arrangements for the day.

Neil Birdsall



Young Friends

This little badge has quickly become a 
symbol of activity and adventure in the life 
of Tewkesbury Abbey. Under the expert, and
seemingly tireless, co-ordination of Joanne 
Raywood, this new branch of the Friends 
has explored, created and visited in a flurry 
of activity throughout the year. They have 
done so much that a whole newsletter could 
be created reporting it all.

Having been launched with the ‘Christmas 
Card Competition’ in 2016, Young Friends 
comprises an ever-growing group of 
children and young people with their own 
programme of activities designed to help 
them get to know better the fabric, history 
and role of the Abbey.

Membership is open to all aged 5 to 18. 
Founder members have been drawn from 
local schools, the Abbey Choir, families 
attending the Abbey and the children and 
young people in the groups which use the 
Abbey facilities week by week. 

Activities to date include:

• a ‘Hidden Spaces’ tour of the Abbey 
behind doors that are usually kept 
locked, up and down winding 
stairways and through narrow 
passages, and into its heights and 
depths, and of course the ever-
popular climb to the top of the bell 
tower

• a printing workshop using the quire 
tile designs for inspiration 

• helping to maintain the Abbey – 
never before has cleaning been such 
fun, nor so competitive!

• a ‘Harry Potter’ themed visit to 
Gloucester Cathedral 

The full year will be recorded in the Annual 
Report to be published in May 2018.

Karen Vincent

Schola Cantorum of Tewkesbury 
Abbey and Dean Close School

The musical tradition of the Abbey, the 
focus of this year’s Friends’ Annual Report 
and Friends Festival, has been further 
supported in 2017 with a grant from the 
Friends to the Choral Scholarship Fund to 
provide two Choral Scholarships for 
choristers for ‘Schola Cantorum’ for a period
of five years. This Abbey choir, based at 
Dean Close School in Cheltenham, sings 
Evensong at the Abbey on weekdays in term 

time, as well as contributing musically at 
some festivals and major events. To find out 
more about Schola Cantorum do visit their 
website:

http://www.scholacantorum.org.uk/

PLEASE NOTE
   The Friends Festival in 2018 will be 

   held on Sunday 8th July, which is a          
   change to the date advertised in the 

   2017 Annual Report.



Report on the National Conference 
of Friends of Cathedrals, Abbeys 
and Greater Churches
Ely Cathedral
27th - 29th October 2017

Amid the glorious surroundings of Ely 
Cathedral, representatives from 37 
Cathedrals, Abbeys and Greater Churches 
gathered for the 10th biennial Friends' 
Conference. For the first time there were 
delegates from Edinburgh and Belfast 
cathedrals and also from two Roman 
Catholic cathedrals: Arundel and 
Westminster.

This was an invaluable opportunity to share 
ideas and experiences and establish 
particular relationships. From Tewkesbury's
perspective it was especially heartening to 
meet those from Gloucester, Worcester and 
Hereford and from Pershore Abbey. It is 
encouraging to know that we are all engaged
in a similar enterprise, developing a range of
events and activities, seeking to extend 
membership and exploring new ways of 

raising funds for our various churches. It is 
clear that none of our establishments would 
thrive without the support of their Friends' 
organisations.

The Conference had been meticulously 
planned and superbly organised by Sue 
Hunting, Friends' Officer at Ely Cathedral, 
and her team from the Friends' Council and 
other volunteers. We were all made to feel 
extremely welcome. The hospitality was 
beyond generous with copious 
refreshments, including a meal in the 
Almonry on the first evening and a 
Conference Dinner in the Lady Chapel on 
Saturday, hosted by the Acting Dean and 
with the presence of the Lord Bishop of Ely, 
who gave a splendid after-dinner address, 
despite not being able to begin that much 
before 10.00 pm. It was fortunate that the 
clocks went back that night! 

Of course, the real business of the 
conference was in the talks and discussions 
which took place over the weekend. Some 
were quite formal, with invited speakers, 
others more relaxed and, of course, some of 

Photo Credit: John Hunting



the most useful conversations took place on 
the margins of the conference between 
individuals and small groups. It was 
interesting to hear what successes and 
achievements others had to report, but 
equally encouraging to share in the 
challenges and difficulties which we all face 
from time to time. 

Among the issues discussed were the new 
General Data Protection regulation, which 
comes into force in May 2018; financial 
planning and budget preparation; the 
diversification of the use of great church 
buildings in order to ensure their survival; 
the issue of administrative support; the 
allocation of Friends' money generally and 
the question of a Reserves Policy in 
particular; bidding for external grants; Gift 
Aid and HMRC; the possibility of a National
Friends' e-mail group; widening 
membership; Young Friends; and the 
potential for recruiting corporate Friends.

I was greatly encouraged to discover that on 
this whole range of issues we at Tewkesbury 
are well situated to face the future with 
confidence and in some matters we are 
"ahead of the curve". My hope is that the 
inspiration of the Conference will enable us 
to provide an ever-increasing range of 
benefits to our members and to strengthen 
our ability to support the PCC in the 
maintenance and beautification of our great 
Abbey Church well into the future.

Speaking of the future, the next conference 
in 2019 will be hosted by Peterborough 
Cathedral and the following one, in 2021, by
Ripon with the involvement of Bradford and
Wakefield. I have already explained that we 
at Tewkesbury will have other 
preoccupations in October 2021, but I hope 
that will not preclude our sending at least 
one delegate to the conference.

Graham Finch

Friends’ Assistance to the Abbey in 
2017 – The Small Projects Programme

In addition to the annual contribution made
by the Friends to the general maintenance 
of the fabric of the Abbey, an additional 
grant was made to cover the cost of required
improvements within the grounds. These 
have included:

1. The external storage on the south side of 
the Abbey, known as ‘Fred’s Shed’, has been 
re- roofed, with skylights added, and will be 

given a new floor so that chairs currently 
stored in Holy Child Chapel can be 
relocated.

2. The removal of
the concrete slope
on the north side of
the Abbey - the
path was not
compliant with
disability access
requirements and
had been closed to
prevent accidents.
The work returns
this area to a
grassed churchyard.

The Friends will continue in 2018 to support
small projects at the Abbey to improve its 
setting and grounds. For 2018 the Abbey’s 
Fabric Officer will be focusing attention on 
pathways and noticeboards. 



Introducing: 
Joanne Raywood
Young Friends Co-ordinator

1. Joanne, how long have you been 
connected to Tewkesbury and our 
beautiful Abbey?

David and I first visited Tewkesbury in 
1982.  At that time we lived in the North-
East and, completely wowed by the Abbey, 
as well as Gloucestershire’s comparatively 
lush greenness, we decided we would live 
here one day.  That day arrived in June 
1987, when we and two-year-old James 
moved into our cottage close by the 
battlefield.  Almost three years later Simon 
was baptised by the Rev. Stephen Holmes 
during an 11.00 am Eucharist that I now 
remember as a fabulous blend of incense 
and the choir singing in Russian.

2. What drew you to the role of Young 
Friends coordinator?

As our boys grew I became increasingly 
involved in welcoming, tower tours and 
children’s activities at the Abbey until work 
intervened.  Last year, when I retired from 
teaching, my prayers that God would show 
me what He wanted me to do next were 
answered when Graham Finch asked me to 
co-ordinate the activities of the new Young 
Friends group.

3. What do you see as the key 
purposes of a Young Friends section?

For centuries, the Abbey building has been a
place of safety, a comfort and an inspiration 
- a ‘friend’.  To me, the prime purpose of the 
Young Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey is to 
develop further that relationship between 
the Abbey and the young people whose lives 
are touched by its presence in our 
community. One day, they may decide to 
continue the good work that has been going 
on for the last eighty-four years by 
becoming Life Friends.  At the very least, my
aim is that they will have fun learning about 
and caring for the Abbey, thus making a 
friendship for life.

4. What do you have 
'in the pipeline' for 
the Young Friends?

I have a growing list of 
possible activities for the 
future.  December will see
us cleaning the big six 
candlesticks on the high 
altar in readiness for 
Christmas and in the 
early spring we will have a
‘Sounds, Sights and 
Smells’ event, when we 
hope to meet the restorers
of the Milton organ and 
learn more about what 
the Abbey’s servers do.  
Then we could well do a 
sponsored walk to 
Deerhurst, have a tile-
making workshop, a 
photography competition,
a music day, a paper 

engineering event, a visit to Hereford 
Cathedral…..  If I did not already have the 
privilege of being the Young Friends co-
ordinator I think I would feel strongly 
tempted to fib about my age!

*  *  *
Milton Organ and ‘20.21’

As part of the 20.21 strategy to celebrate the 
900th Anniversary of the Consecration of the
Abbey, and to make the Abbey ‘fit for 
purpose’ for its future, the cleaning and 
refurbishment of the Milton Organ will be 
undertaken in the first months of 2018. The 
Friends have contributed a significant 
proportion of the £200,000 cost for this 
project, as well as providing financial 
support for the role of 20.21 Development 
Officer at the Abbey to fundraise for the 
projects in the strategy and also co-ordinate 
the Abbey’s celebrations with the town’s 
commemoration of the 550th Anniversary of 
the Battle of Tewkesbury, also in 2021.

The Friends will be looking to develop one 
particular project for their own special focus
and it is hoped that news and plans for this 
will be presented in 2018.



FRIENDS’ EVENTS IN 2018

“Music of the Angels”

Saturday
3rd February 2018 

7.00pm
in the Abbey Parish Hall

A talk and concert for the Friends of 
Tewkesbury Abbey given by 

‘Waytes and Measures’
a group of up to 6 singers and musicians, 
based in northern Gloucestershire, playing 
and singing music from Medieval times up 
to the mid 16th Century, using a variety of 
instruments: cittern, pipe and tabor, 
recorders, shawms, hurdy-gurdy, portative 
organ and percussion.

TICKET PRICES 
(to include refreshments):

Friends £8.00
Young Friends FREE 
non-Friends £10

This is a fund-raiser for the Friends’ 
contribution to the Milton Organ 
refurbishment.

Save the Date:

Saturday 28th April 2018

Annual Fitzhamon Lecture

“Tewkesbury’s 

Benedictine Heritage”

Professor Joyce Hill

Tewkesbury Abbey is
a fitting climax to a
remarkable series of
Benedictine
foundations of the
tenth and eleventh
centuries. The
lecture explores this
great heritage and
sets it in the larger
context of the
monastic history of
Anglo-Saxon
England, when
Benedictine communities were centres of art
and learning. The lecture will be fully 
illustrated.

Ticket prices and the timing of the event will
be advertised in the new year

Why not ...
Make a long weekend of the Friends’ Festival 
and plan now to join the away-day on Monday 
9th July 2018, details to follow.

TICKETS
   Tickets for Friends’ events can be 

purchased in the Abbey shop, or by sending 
a request with the remittance (cheque 
payable to The Friends of Tewkesbury 

Abbey) to The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey, 
Abbey Office, Church Street, Tewkesbury 
GL20 5RZ If space remains available for 

entry on the door this will be advertised on 
the Friends’ page of the Abbey website 



HOUSEKEEPING!

The easiest way to contact the Friends is by 
email: 
friends@tewkesburyabbey.org.uk
or by letter, addressed to The Friends of 
Tewkesbury Abbey, c/o Abbey Office, 
Church Street, Tewkesbury, GL20 5RZ

Do let us know if any of your contact details 
change, we do not want to lose touch with 
you!

In May 2018 new Data Protection legislation
comes in to force, and all Friends will need 
to confirm that they are willing to receive 
communications from the Friends. Do look 
out for this in the Annual mailing next year.

CHRISTMAS AND EPIPHANY 
AT THE ABBEY

Sunday 17th December
Nine Lessons and Carols 
6.00pm

Sunday 24th December
Christingle Service 4.00pm
Midnight Mass 11.30pm

Monday 25th December
Christmas Day Eucharist 
10.30am

Sunday 7th January
Epiphany Carols 6.00pm

There are still stocks available of the 
Friends’ Christmas Card for 2017, 
these can be purchased in the Abbey.

 * STOP PRESS * STOP PRESS *

On Tuesday 5th December a group of 
Friends paid a visit to Oxford for a guided 
tour of the Bodleian library and to view the 
Founders’ Book for Tewkesbury Abbey 
which is conserved there. This was followed 
by a tea in the lamplit splendour of Christ 
Church Hall, and then Evensong. A report 
on this splendid, exclusive visit, with 
accompanying photographs and short video 
sequences, will shortly appear on the 
Friends’ page of the Abbey website, do look 
out for it.  

www.tewkesburyabbey.org.uk/
friends-tewkesbury-abbey/


