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Chairman's Report
Dear Friends

It scarcely seems possible that the time has once again come round for me to write my 
annual report on the activities of the Friends and of its Council. Since last year's AGM your 
Council has been extremely active in developing the work of the Friends and we hope that 
you are already benefiting from the fruits of that labour. We continue to streamline and 
refine our systems of governance: committees  which were a new initiative last year have 
been consolidating their efforts and this report bears witness to their effectiveness; we have
agreed protocols in place to ensure transparent and secure decision-making; our database 
continues to be reviewed and updated; above all we are striving to extend and improve our 
communication with you, our members. Membership is growing and with the establishment 
of School Friends and Young Friends our demographic is getting younger, an essential 
process if we are to safeguard the Abbey for generations to come.

Among our new members I should like particularly to extend a warm welcome to the 
Venerable Phil Andrew, recently installed Archdeacon of Cheltenham, who joins us as one 
of our Vice-Presidents. During the course of the last year we have also extended Honorary 
Life membership to David and Hazel Ireson. David stepped down last summer from his 
position as Director of Musica Deo Sacra after 38 years of remarkable service and 
dedication. There is an Appreciation of David's work elsewhere in this Report and we are 
delighted that he has agreed to be our Speaker at this year's AGM - a treat not to be 
missed.

Indeed you will notice that this year's Report has a distinctly musical flavour. As our major 
financial contribution to the PCC this year has been a £30,000 grant towards the cost of the
renovation of the Milton Organ and since MDS is to come under new leadership, we 
decided to focus this edition on the musical life of the Abbey. You will therefore find an 
article about the Abbey Organs and a variety of items giving an appreciation of Musica Deo 
Sacra since its inception.

You will know that, thanks to the
Events and Activities
Committee, we are offering a
wider range of opportunities for
visits and events. Our trip to
Hereford Cathedral last July
was greatly enjoyed and a
report was included in our
Interim Newsletter. In February
we took a coach to Birmingham
where a number of us visited
the Cathedral before going on
to the Old Rep Theatre to watch
a magnificent production of the
musical "Brass" directed and
conducted by Harrison Williams, son of our Vicar, Paul, and his wife Catherine. An account 
of that visit is to be found later in this Report. By the time you receive this mailing we shall 
also have enjoyed the first in what is to become an annual series of lectures, arranged by 
the Friends, to be known as The Fitzhamon Lecture. The inaugural lecture was given by the
Abbey's Archivist, Pat Webley, who will be known to many of you. Entitled "The Secret Life 

5

Exploring the archives at the inaugural Fitzhamon Lecture, April 2017



of an Archivist" this was hugely popular and well supported. Further details are included 
elsewhere. The next major visit to be organised by the E&A Committee will take us to 
Southwell Minster on Monday 3rd July. Details of this and a booking form are available 
separately within the mailing.

With 2021 fast approaching, the Friends anticipate some major calls upon our resources, 
financial and human to celebrate the 900th anniversary of the Consecration. I am therefore 
delighted to report that our Fundraising and Communications Committee is busy 
deliberating on the most effective ways in which we can strive to maintain and increase our 
funds. You will see from the Accounts that we remain in robust financial health, but it is, of 
course, imperative that we sustain that position. A number of initiatives are under 
consideration both to guarantee a regular income for our regular, planned commitments 
(including the annual grant to the PCC Fabric Fund) and also to encourage gifts and 
donations. We hope to promote a scheme for legacy giving and we also expect that, over 
the next five years or so, there will be a number of specific fund-raising campaigns for 
specific Abbey projects. We'd be interested to hear from you with further suggestions as to 
how best we can secure our financial future.

Young Friends is proving to be a successful new venture with 
encouraging enthusiasm being shown by our local youngsters. 
You will remember that last year's Christmas cards were 
designed by students at Tewkesbury schools  and at the opening
of the exhibition of all the
entries we launched
School Friends and
Young Friends. We were
delighted when Joanne
Raywood, a long-

standing member of the Abbey congregation, who
was one of the judges for that competition, agreed
to become the Young Friends' co-ordinator. She has
been co-opted on to Council and also serves on the
Events and Activities Committee and is doing
wonderful work. We held  an inaugural event for
Young Friends on April 29th when over twenty of
them participated in a morning of "Hidden Places"
tours followed by lunch in the Parish Hall. Each
received a welcome pack with a certificate to
welcome them as Founder members, a Young
Friends' badge (illustrated) and a couple of Abbey
"souvenirs". Joanne is already planning events for
the summer, the autumn and into 2018. Once fully
established we shall hope to recruit Young Friends
(like adult ones) from beyond the Tewkesbury area.
Wish us well in this venture.

We hope that many of you are now making use of
our website, which can be accessed by the Abbey's
own website (www.tewkesburyabbey.org.uk). We
are endeavouring to keep this fresh and up to date.
Should any members have material they would like
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to contribute to that please don't hesitate to contact us. Facebook and Twitter are now also 
part of the Friends' electronic armoury and again we'd welcome contributions, especially 
photographs, from members. Our interim Newsletter, available electronically (but also in 
hard copy for those requesting it), proved popular again last winter and we intend to make it
an annual feature. We hope to encourage members to opt for electronic communication, 
including future copies of the Annual Report and mailing. We are exploring ways of making 
the various inserts in the latter available in electronic form. At the moment we are inviting 
you to opt in to this means of receiving the Report, though we shall, of course, mail hard 
copies to those who don't wish to do so. In future, depending on uptake, we may ask you to 
opt out, so that we can increasingly cut back on postage costs.

As always, I end by conveying my thanks to all members of Council who have 
wholeheartedly supported these developments and given unstintingly of their time and 
expertise. I am particularly indebted to Dr Andrew Crowther, your Vice-Chairman, for his 
invaluable help and wise counsel; to Hugh Sweet, who as Treasurer devotes hours of his 
time and knowhow on our behalf to ensuring that the financial affairs of the Friends are on a
very firm footing; and to Karen Vincent, our Secretary and Administrator, whose dedication 
and experience have done so much to enhance the work and effectiveness of the Friends' 
organisation. This year I must also thank, on your behalf, Pat Wardrobe, who has 
relinquished responsibility for the Friends' Table in the Abbey after many years of faithful 
service. We offer her our gratitude and very best wishes for the future.

Finally thanks are due to you, the members of the Friends. Without your support and 
commitment it would have been impossible for us to make the generous grants to the PCC 
that we have been able to do over recent years. Without that funding the PCC, in turn, 
would find it more problematic to care for our awe-inspiring Abbey Church, preserving it to 
the greater glory of God and in service to Him and His people. Thank you.

Graham Finch
Chairman of the Friends

Vicar’s Report

The Ministry of Music

Music is amazing! Music can put you 
in a good mood, or ease your worry.  
Music might bring back memories of 
days gone by, it can motivate you or 
calm you down after a long hard day. 

Do you know that it is scientifically proven that listening to music can improve your 
memory? The most famous experiment was done at the University of California. A number 
of College students took a reasoning test and were then assigned to three different groups. 
The first group listened to Mozart’s Sonata for Two Pianos in D Major. The second group 
listened to a relaxation tape. The third group listened to nothing at all.  After listening, they 
all took another reasoning test, and the results were clear; those who listened to Mozart 
had improved their scores.

7



Therefore, it’s thought that music has the most effect on the part of the brain that deals with 
memory. Unfortunately, the effects were not found to be long lasting.  Still, there is nothing 
wrong in getting a music boost to improve your memory, mood, and sense of well-being.

There are so many wonderful things music can do for
you, and Tewkesbury is situated in a very musical part
of the country. In Tewkesbury itself, we are very
fortunate to have a Town Band which accompanies
our civic occasions, performs concerts in Tewkesbury
and is a fantastic ambassador for Tewkesbury around
the country and overseas. The Abbey is a wonderful
concert venue which attracts many thousands of
people, some top names and first class acts.

One of my favourite television programmes is ‘The
Choir’. It shows Gareth Malone taking some ordinary
people, often from their work place, and coaching
them into a choir which performs some challenging
music in a famous place. I suppose Gareth will always
be remembered for shaping and inspiring the ‘Military
Wives’ and their success, but he’s taught thousands
of men and women, boys and girls to sing. 

Of course, in the Abbey we have a number of choirs
which accompany and lead our worship at various
times and seasons in the Church’s Calendar. The
Abbey Choir sings the Sunday services and the major
festivals, whilst Tewkesbury Abbey Schola Cantorum of Dean Close Preparatory School 
provides an all-male, internationally recognised choir to sing mid-week evensong during 
term time. The Abbey also welcomes visiting choirs to assist in our worship when the Abbey

choir is having a well-deserved 
holiday.  The Abbey is well 
known and admired for its 
liturgical and musical life.  

Without people giving of their 
time and talents alongside the 
Friends’ generous financial 
contribution to the musical life of 
the Abbey, we could not sustain 
the quality of services for which 
we are renowned.  So, on behalf 
of the Abbey may I thank the 
Friends for all they do in this and 
other areas of our common life 
together.

The Rev’d Canon Paul Williams
Vicar of Tewkesbury  
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Treasurer’s Report

Summary Financial Statements for the year ended 31st December 2016 are included as an 
insert with this report.

Expenditure exceeded income by £36,008 in 2016 compared with a surplus of £23,260 in 
the previous year. This was mainly due to a higher level of grant expenditure and a lower 
level of income from bequests. However, the value of investments at the end of 2016 
increased by £58,644, resulting in an overall addition of £22,636 to the funds. Cards and 
books sold from the Friends’ table in the Abbey produced net income of £2584. Pat 
Wardrobe retired as Table Secretary at the end of the year, and I am most appreciative of 
the work she has done over many years. I am pleased to say that Janice Smail has kindly 
taken over that responsibility.

The Friends made grants amounting to £135,951 during the year. Of this sum £68,501 was 
paid towards the outstanding work from the 2010 Quinquennial inspection, nearly half of 
which was funded by bequests made by Ron Hawkridge and Professor Alan Hill. The grant 
for the general maintenance of the fabric of the Abbey was increased from £30,000 to 
£50,000, and £12,500 was paid to assist with employment by the PCC of a Development 
Support Officer, in connection with the 2021 Strategic Plan. 

Bequests form a most important element of our income. In addition to the two referred to 
above, we are most grateful for bequests from Robin Otter, Barbara Addis, 
Frances Harding, George Chandler and Alexander Ariss. 

At the end of 2016 the Friends committed £120,500 to projects to be undertaken by the 
PCC, including £30,000 for the refurbishment of the Milton organ and a further £14,500 for 
the Development Support Officer. The grant to the Fabric Fund will be maintained at 
£50,000 for 2017. I am pleased to report that the Friends have the necessary financial 
resources to make such commitments.

Hugh Sweet
Hon. Treasurer
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LEAVING A LEGACY IN YOUR WILL

The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey have benefited greatly from those who have 
continued their giving by leaving a legacy in their Will. These gifts may have been a 
specific sum, or a share in the Estate once other gifts have been made. If you are 
reviewing your Will, or making a Will for the first time, could you include a gift to the 
Friends. Any gift received will allow us to continue to support  the maintenance of the 
fabric of our beautiful Abbey, and its services and activities. 

A possible form of words for such a bequest:

I bequeath to The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey of Church Street, Tewkesbury, GL20 
5RZ registered Charity Number 211236 the sum of £ ……… / OR the residue (or a 
……… share of the residue) of my Estate. 



Member Updates

The Friends welcomed the following new members during 2016: 

Honorary Life members

Mr David Ireson Mrs Hazel Ireson

Life members

Ms Helen Little Mrs Angela Maynard
Mr James Roberts Mr Martyn Robbins

Annual members

Mrs Luned Corser Mrs Mavis Fisher
Mrs Maureen Patrick Miss Esther Prendergast
Mrs Wendy Roberts Mr John Stedman
Mrs Susan Stedman Miss Jo Tanswell
Mr John Tanswell Mrs Judith Tanswell

Complimentary members (*couples married in the Abbey in 2016)

* Mr Craig Carter & Ms Gemma Folly
* Mr Michael Cobb & Ms Amy Dior
* Mr Jamie Jarvie & Ms Amy Greenhalgh
* Mr Richard Lannen & Ms Sophie Strutt
* Mr Guy Lewis & Ms Jennifer Elliott
* Mr Edward Low & Ms Rebecca Ward
* Mr Jonathan Lowe & Ms Carly Isic
* Mr Christopher Lowen & Ms Philippa Tucker
* Mr Gareth McMahon & Ms Anna Theyer
* Mr Joseph Pearce & Ms Helen Boswell
* Mr David Price & Ms Deborah Debond
  Mrs Joanne Raywood
* Mr Daniel Seaborne & Ms Roberta Key
* Mr John Stephens & Ms Elyssia Chambers
* Mr Daniel Thomas & Ms Emma Griffin
* Mr Jonathan Wendzina & Ms Sara Healey
* Mr Scott Wilson & Ms Bethany Webb

As at 31 December 2016 membership of The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey stood at 519 
members.

We also record those Friends who died in 2016

Mr J Campbell Mr Felix Gameson

Mrs Gwenda Humphrey Mrs Jennifer Pardy

Mrs Elli Stone Mrs Margaret Togni

Mrs Elaine Vincent-Tyrer Miss Ella Waydelin

Mr Harry Workman
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MUSICA DEO SACRA

In August 1969 a visiting choir came to Tewkesbury Abbey for one week while the Abbey 
Choir was away in the South of France. The Abbey News for the following month includes 
this “Vicar’s Note”:

“Musica Deo Sacra”, the special choir
which sang at the Abbey at the beginning of last
month while our own choir was in the south of
France, made a big impression, and I hope very
much that a return visit may be possible next
year. I would like to thank all those who put up
the members of the choir and who helped with
serving and sidesman’s duties”

The Editor of the Abbey News that month was even more enthusiastic:

“Last month in the Abbey we had six days of musical feasting. Some of the finest music ever 
written was performed reverently and superbly well as part of our total liturgical offering to 
God.  For those who find themselves at home with that sort of music it was an experience 
such as rarely comes their way: not only was it pleasing in its own right, but it genuinely was 
capable of taking people a little nearer God than they might otherwise have reached. It was 
great music – that is to say that even people who don’t much care for it are prepared to grant 
that there is more to it than to, say, Gilbert and Sullivan.”

The remainder of the Editorial then expresses
a despair at the apparent lack of appreciation 
by the majority of people for “that sort of 
music” and a concern for the seeming failure 
of any piece of music “written within the last 
twenty years capable of being used by the 
great majority of worshippers to bring 
themselves closer to God”. It may perhaps 
have come as both a reassurance, and no 
little surprise, that 38 years later an annual 
festival such as Musica Deo Sacra would 
prove him wrong on both counts. 

The Director of Musica Deo Sacra from 1978, 
David Ireson, stepped down from the role and
in 2016, and both he and his wife Hazel were 
awarded Honorary Life Membership of the 
Friends in appreciation for the marvellous 
contribution to the musical life of the Abbey 
that they, and the choirs they gathered, have 
brought over the years. 

The personal appreciations which follow overleaf of Musica Deo Sacra, and David 
personally, could be repeated many times over. 
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Reflections on Musica Deo Sacra

Tracing back through old diaries I can say for certain that I have tried always to attend MDS
for most years since 1982, and possibly earlier. The experience in my first year  was so 
spiritually uplifting, inspiring and, at that time, unique in my experience of Choral Music set 
within the Liturgy. It was my introduction to Tewkesbury Abbey as a place of worship, rather 
than a venue for concerts of Classical and Religious Music. I was without doubt ‘hooked’ 
from that moment and when still in employment I made certain that my leave and flexi-time 
would cover the whole week.

I do recall Canon Shannon, standing at the porch door congratulating, as we left, those of 
us who had the good fortune to attend every service. The choir, under the leadership of 
David Ireson, performed so many outstanding and memorable examples of Church Music 
appropriate to the Liturgy, according to the chosen Season. The highest standards have 
always been maintained and, not only so, but the ‘thoughts that pass into prayer’ are like 
cadences of beauty and inspiration that are simply the outcome of spiritual awareness, 
prompted by the fine singing and faultless ritual for which the Abbey, in recent times, has 
long been renowned. To find such is to renew one’s pathway to God, as others have found 
it before. For me this inspiration and uplifting experience is second to none. Long may it 
continue under the present leadership of Carlton Etherington and inspire others likewise to 
plumb the depths of spirituality!

Graham Whitehead

Excellent performances
of sacred music within
the liturgy are common
fare in cathedrals and a
small number of parish
churches across the
country, but to spend an
entire week enjoying a
whole range of music
from Machaut to
Macmillan, Byrd to
Britten, in one of the
great buildings of Europe
is a rare experience. That
is what MDS offers. It helps that the Abbey has a firm catholic tradition, with a reputation for 
punctilious – but never over-extravagant – ceremonial, so that high mass and solemn 
evensong are part of what we do regularly. Some come to MDS for the music, but for many,
including us, it is the fusion of music and worship that counts. Then there is the obvious 
sense of enjoyment on the part of all involved, the choir, the clergy, the servers and the rest,
with David Ireson so long the lynchpin and, in our time, Fr. Michael and Fr. Paul in 
succession running the show from the sanctuary and recruiting a remarkable run of 
preachers. High Mass on the closing Sunday, with the Abbey thick with incense, is not far 
from a taste of heaven. MDS is unique but it offers a vision of liturgy with lessons for the 
Church as a whole. 

Ken and Sue Powell
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David Ireson & MDS
To many of us, singers and congregations 
alike, the name David Ireson, is 
synonymous with Musica Deo Sacra, both 
as a bass singer and a Director. He came to
the Abbey as a singer with MDS in the 
summer of 1969, sang until 1978 when he 
was an obvious choice to succeed Brian 
Coleman, as Director.

In many ways his background is ideal. He 
was a chorister in Newcastle Cathedral and 
for many years a Lay Clerk at St Albans 
Cathedral. He sang in the renowned Schütz
and Monteverdi choirs and founded the 

Hardynge Choir and the Fayrfax Consort, directing them for many years. He still directs and
sings with the Fayrfax Consort, now an octet, based in Hertfordshire, where he lives. His 
background also appears to have influenced his charismatic personality, his leadership 
qualities and his remarkable ability to locate the best local 'watering holes' for thirsty 
singers!

David's Christian conviction and his interest in the liturgy has been instrumental in the 
development of MDS, in many exciting directions, together with the Abbey authorities; for 
example, the regular inclusion of an orchestra for Sunday morning Eucharist, the 
introduction of Compline and Choral Matins, and other rarely heard sung liturgies, such as 
Tenebrae, Benediction and the Russian Orthodox Liturgy. David, after 38 years, is surely 
handing over to another worthy successor.

Derek Acock

Introducing the new musical director 
for Musica Deo Sacra … 

Carleton Etherington has been the Organist and Director
of Music at Tewkesbury Abbey since 1996, following a
period as sub-organist at Leeds Cathedral. In addition to
his duties at the Abbey, he is the conductor of Pershore
Choral Society and Cirencester Choral Society and is
active as an organ recitalist, tutor and accompanist. 

Carleton was educated at Chetham School of Music,
Manchester, and the Royal Academy of Music, London.
He graduated with a music degree from London University
and was awarded numerous prizes for organ performance,
including the Recital Diploma, the Paisley organ
competition in 1992 and the RCO Performer of the Year in
1993. His career as an organist has taken him all over
Europe, and to Australia and the USA, and he has
performed at many Music Festivals. In 2016 he was made an Honorary Fellow of the Guild 
of Church Musicians. Carleton is married to Katie, and they have two children, Hannah and 
John. 
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THE ABBEY ORGANS

Tewkesbury Abbey is fortunate in having three organs, all in current use. The Milton Organ 
situated on the south side of the Chancel is in regular daily use for our weekday and 
Sunday services; the Grove Organ, in the North Transept, is played on special occasions 
and sometimes for concerts; the Elliot Organ, a portable instrument generally located in the 
Lady Chapel, is available for concerts.

The Milton was built by Robert Dallam around 1631 for
Magdalen College, Oxford. During the Commonwealth
it was moved to Hampton Court Palace where it was
reputedly played by the poet John Milton, who was
Oliver Cromwell's Latin Secretary. This period provided
its name, though it was not known as the Milton Organ
until the early 20th century. In 1690 the organ was
returned to Magdalen College, where it was rebuilt  by
Renatus Harris. In 1737 a new organ was built for the
college and it was at this time that the Milton Organ
was acquired for Tewkesbury Abbey, where it has
remained ever since. In the intervening years much
work has been undertaken on the organ, including a
major rebuild in 1848 and another exactly 100 years
later. By the 1980s it was evident that another overhaul
was necessary and in 1996, with the aid of a generous
grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund, Kenneth Jones
and Associates of Dublin renewed and rebuilt the
instrument, raised it, restored its case and provided a
new gallery for the console. At the beginning of 2018 it will undergo a thorough cleaning, 
something which instruments of this type require roughly every 20 years. A number of tonal 
improvements will also be completed and a new console chassis will be installed in order to
resolve some of the problems which have arisen since the 1996 rebuild.

The Grove Organ, built for an 
exhibition in South Kensington in 
1885 by Messrs Michell and 
Thynne, was purchased for 
approximately £800 by Revd. C 
W Grove who donated it to 
Tewkesbury Abbey in 1887. It 
has remained in the North 
Transept ever since. The Grove 
has never had a case and so is 
vulnerable to dust and dirt. For 
various reasons it had not been 
played often enough and was 
overhauled in 1905, incorporated
into the project to rebuild the 
Milton in 1947 and extensively 
restored in 1980-81. The Grove 

is currently played periodically and its state gives cause for concern; various investigations 
have taken place over recent years into how best to address the difficulties it presents.
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The Elliot 'chamber organ' was made in 1818 and
given to the Abbey exactly 100 years later The name
'Thomas Elliot' appears on its name board and,
although he himself may not have actually built it, his
firm was of major importance in British organ-building
at the start of the 19th century. According to the
inscription on the case, it was donated to the Abbey
"by Col. H H Thoyts JP in loving memory of his father
Col. Newman Burfoot Thoyts JP of the Mythe House,
Tewkesbury O.B. Sept 20 1918". Having been placed
originally in the Lady Chapel it was later moved to the
church of St James, Walton Cardiff and upon the
closure of that church in 1956 it went to the new
Mission Hall on Prior's Park. It returned to the Abbey -
and to the Lady Chapel - in 1967 where it remains to
this day. In 2004 a major restoration of the Elliot was
undertaken by David Gallichan of Malvern, who
provided a new platform, restored the case and
regilded the front pipes. It remains in remarkably
good condition.

This article relies heavily on material from the Friends' booklet "The Abbey Organs", which 
contains fuller information including specifications. 

The Friends have committed £30,000 towards the work on the Milton Organ in order 

to enable the PCC to request matched funding from other possible sources. If any 

members would like to contribute to this particular project we would be delighted to 

receive your donation, small or large. Cheques should be made payable to The 

Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey. Please mark your envelope "Milton Organ Fund". 

Thank you.

The Friends’ booklets provide a wealth of information about particular aspects of the fabric 
of the Abbey and are beautifully presented, packed with glossy photographs throughout. 
They are available from the Abbey shop (prices from £1.50 to £4.50 each), or by post 
(please e-mail for details: friends@tewkesburyabbey.org.uk).
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Reports from the Committees

Events and Activities Committee 

In the last six months there has been a number of changes in the Events and Activities 
Committee including the addition of two new members. In October last Andrew Crowther, 
Vice Chairman of The Friends, stepped down from the Chair of this committee due to 
pressure of work. He did, however, volunteer to remain as a member of the committee and 
this was unanimously accepted. The position of “Chair” was then taken over jointly by Mary 
Green and Patricia Purkiss.

It has been decided amongst the committee that our aim is to have at least one event per 
season throughout the year. Now that we have been joined by Joanne Raywood, the Young
Friends’ Coordinator, this may prove an underestimation.

Last July there was a very successful trip to Hereford to 
visit the Cathedral and environs. The Dean, of course, is 
our former Vicar, Michael Tavinor, who was a wonderful 
and amusing host. He opened his home and garden for us,
which was very special and the Cathedral Friends offered 
us a splendid tea.

The first event of this year was on 20th February when a 
party of two dozen went by coach to Birmingham to see the
musical “Brass” at The Old Rep Theatre. Beforehand, a 
number of us visited Birmingham Cathedral, an elegant 
eighteenth century building, originally the Parish Church of 
St Philip and elevated to Cathedral status in 1905. Its most 
prized possession is a set of stained glass windows by 
Birmingham-born artist Sir Edward Burne-Jones.  The 
production of "Brass" was by our own Harry (Williams). 
Harry has been a student at the Birmingham Conservatoire
for the past three years and this event was part of his 
finals. He not only adapted Benjamin Till's award winning 
musical as a concert version, he also directed and 

conducted it. It was simply marvellous. The standard was professional and the final 
prolonged standing ovation was thoroughly deserved. To see Harry standing at the end, 
centre stage, being applauded by the audience and cast was thrilling.

Our next project, on 27th April, was the inaugural Fitzhamon Lecture. There have been 
organised lectures in the past but it has been decided to institute an annual Spring  lecture, 
named for our original patron, on subjects either directly about the Abbey or pertinent to the 
Abbey. We were very fortunate this year to have Mr. Patrick Webley, our honorary archivist, 
to talk about the archive, which to many of us is something of a mystery.

On the 29th April there was an inaugural visit by our Young Friends to the Abbey. The young
people were taken on a variety of tours of the "hidden places" and then given lunch. There 
are already quite a number of young people applying to become “Young Friends”.

On 3rd July, following our AGM, we are planning a trip to Southwell Minster. The Friends of 
Southwell visited the Abbey last year and suggested we visited them; an offer we have 
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been more than happy to 
accept. Southwell itself, as 
well as the Minister, is a 
lovely place. More details 
of this trip are available 
separately and are 
included in the annual 
mailing.
The autumn event has yet 
to be decided but it will 
probably be for our newly 
formed Young Friends. 
Involving young people in 
our events and having 
special ones for them is an 
important aim for our 
committee.

Patricia Purkiss (Co-chair)

Fundraising & Communications Committee

Tewkesbury Abbey has an intricate network of areas of responsibility and associated funds 
all of which are there to support the Abbey in one or more of its Four Foundations: Mission 
& Ministry, Music & Liturgy, Maintenance & Development, Management & Resources.

The Friends have always played a leading role in this provision of support and, with the 
strategic visions, goals and objectives laid out in the 2021 Strategic plan, it is likely that the 
need for this support will become even greater.

Therefore this committee is investigating ways to enhance the fund-raising efforts of the 
Friends and also to ensure coordination with other fund-raising activities which are taking 
place to ensure there is no contention.

This process has been enhanced by some of the people who have been co-opted onto the 
committee: Val Proctor, the 20.21 Development Officer and Graham Papenfus, a very 
experienced professional fund-raising specialist.

The committee is also working to ensure better communication both within the Friends 
organisation and to spread its message via social media. This process is being handled 
very effectively by Karen Vincent. 

David Parsons (Chair)
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Do keep us informed of any changes to your contact details, either by post to The 
Secretary of The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey, Tewkesbury Abbey Office, Church 
Street, Tewkesbury, GL20 5RZ, or by email to friends@tewkesburyabbey.org.uk  
Thank you.

mailto:friends@tewkesburyabbey.org.uk


Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of
The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey held on Sunday 2nd July 2016

at 2.30pm in the Parish Hall

Present: Mr P Aldridge, Mr B Basham, Mrs J Basham, Mr N Birdsall, Mrs A Cadbury (Vice-
President), Mrs J Chorley, Mrs S Coulton, Dr A Crowther (Vice-Chairman), Mrs R David, 
Mrs J Davis, Mrs A Dawe, Mr S Dawe, Mr A Day, Mrs J Day, Mrs M Deboys, Mr K Dove, 
Mrs P Dove,Mr S Evans, Mrs P Fearnley, Mr G Finch (Chairman), Ms B Fitzhamon-Davis, 
Mrs E Gedge, Mrs M Green, Mrs R Harvey, Prof A Hawley, Mrs N Hawley, Mrs V Haworth, 
Mrs C Hodges, Mrs P Horsley, Mr J Jeffreys (Churchwarden), Mrs M Lawrence, Mrs J 
Maxlow-Tomlinson, Mr A Meares, Mrs V Meares, Mrs P Packwood, Mr G Papenfus, Dr D 
Parsons, Mrs L Parsons, Ms V Proctor, Mr A Purkiss, Mrs P Purkiss, Mr J Roberts, Mrs W 
Roberts, Mr C Sawyer, Mrs J Smail, Mr P Smail, Mr J Smith, Mrs J Smith, Mrs A Spinks, Mr 
I Steele, Mrs R Steele, Mr RH Sweet (Treasurer), Mr K Talbot, Mrs M Talbot, Mrs K Vincent 
(Secretary and Churchwarden), Mr M Vincent, Mrs P Wardrobe, Mr P Webley, Mr G 
Whitehead, Rev C Whitney, Rev Canon P Williams (Vicar), Mrs M Wilson

Apologies: Mr A Barrett, Mrs J Barrett, Rev Canon Dr C Challice, Mrs E Challice, Mr J 
Evans, Mrs G Evans, Mrs S Evans, Mr C Hordern, Mrs D Hunt, Mr K Lamb, Mrs J Lamb, Mr
J Lanigan, Mrs S Lanigan, Mrs R Morris Young, Mrs C Paternoster, Rev P Quinnell, Mrs K 
Watson, Mr T Woollatt, Mrs R Young.

1. The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting, thanked all for coming, Abbot Stuart 
for preaching and all who were involved in the superb Festal Eucharist, and expressed 
thanks to the social committee for arranging the ‘bring & share’ lunch.

2. A period of silence was observed in memory of Friends whose deaths had been notified 
in the past year:

Mrs G Humphreys
M P Knight
Mr A Langley
Mrs D Lewis
Mrs B Orrett
Mrs A Parker
Mrs E Stone
Ms R Whipple
Mr H Workman

3. The meeting continued with the Friends' Meeting Prayer led by the Vicar. This is a new 
prayer introduced to the Friends this year for use specifically at meetings.

4. The Chairman expressed thanks to the Secretary for the Friends’ Booklet and Annual 
Report. He recorded an apology for the error on page 14 in the interview with the Fabric 
Officer – the correct college name is Keble College, not King's.

5. The Chairman thanked all who had been involved in the membership drive – at Musica 
Deo Sacra, the Abbey fetes, Antiques Roadshow and major services. There had been 55 
new members during 2015 – listed on page 13 of the Annual Report – and continued 
growth in 2016. Complimentary time-limited membership is now given to couples who marry
in the Abbey and this is to be extended to baptism families too. It is hoped that categories of
membership will be extended to ‘School’, ‘Young’ and ‘Corporate’ Friends in the near future.
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The Friends have extended their programme of social activities and visits in the last year, 
and the Chairman thanked Rev Charles Whitney for arranging the visit to Dean Close 
School last autumn. The Friends also sponsored the celebrations at the tea party for the 
Queen’s 90th Birthday in June, and were looking forward to the visit to Hereford Cathedral 
arranged for the following day.

The fundraising committee has been investigating additional ways of raising money. The 
governance costs are met through subscriptions, with the surplus from these and other 
regular sources of income combining to cover the Fabric Grant towards ongoing 
maintenance costs made to the PCC each year. Consideration is also being given to 
determine which major projects could be met from the capital funds and which should be 
met by special appeals. Legacies are always most welcome.

The Chairman concluded by looking forward to 2021 and the 900th anniversary of the 
consecration of the Abbey, with the opportunity this afforded to the Friends to recommit to 
the building of the Kingdom of God in this place.

6. The minutes from the AGM of 5th July 2015 were proposed for agreement by Mr Peter 
Aldridge and seconded by Rev Charles Whitney to be signed as correct by the Chairman. 
There were no matters arising but with reference to item 8 the Chairman thanked Mrs 
Cadbury for her many years of service to the Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey and her 
agreement to be a life-president.

7. The Secretary announced the nominations received for Chairman and Vice Chairman. Mr
Graham Finch was nominated for Chairman by Mrs Patricia Purkiss and seconded by Mrs 
Rosemary Harvey. Dr Andrew Crowther was nominated for Vice Chairman by Mr Stephen 
Evans and seconded by Mrs Karen Vincent. Mr Finch and Dr Crowther were elected 
unopposed.

8. The Chairman thanked the members of Council whose four year term had come to an 
end – Mrs Margaret Wilson, Mrs Sue Evans, Mrs Margaret Deboys and Mr Hugh Sweet. All 
were eligible for re-election, but Mrs Deboys has decided to stand down. The Chairman 
thanked Mrs Deboys for all she did on the Council of the Friends and as Secretary, and she 
was warmly applauded.

The nominations for the four vacancies on Council were then read:

Mrs Margaret Wilson
nominated by Mr G Finch and seconded by Mr RH Sweet

Mrs Patricia Purkiss
nominated by Mrs D Regan and seconded by Miss J Thompson

Mrs Susan Evans
nominated by Mrs J Smail and seconded by Mrs S Coulton

Mr Hugh Sweet
nominated by Mr G Finch and seconded by Mrs K Vincent

All these individuals were elected unopposed, and the Chairman extended a particular 
welcome to Mrs P Purkiss who is a new member of the Council.
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9. The Treasurer presented his report with reference to the summarised accounts submitted
with the booklet. Over £1million remains on the balance sheet, with the Friends able to 
meet the various demands to support a number of excellent projects.

There has been a small surplus on the year, with fewer large projects undertaken. From the
funds at the start of the year £101,000  had been designated to projects and a further 
£77,000 was committed during the year. The main part of this was a Fabric Grant of 
£50,0000, representing an increase on previous years. The additional £27,000 was to 
support the employment of the 20.21 Development Officer.

Legacies remain a very important source of funds, and in the year these had totalled 
£101,458 with bequests received from the estates of Mr Robin Otter, Prof Alan Hill, Miss FA 
Harding, Miss Barbara Addiss, and also the balance of the George Chandler bequest.

At present cash deposits are earning very little interest. A sum of £10,000 in the CofE 
Global Equity Fund is performing quite well in the current economic climate with returns of 
4-5% on investments.

There is a steady stream of new memberships. The Treasurer thanked his colleagues on 
the Council, and also Mrs Pat Wardrobe who looks after the Friends’ table in the Abbey 
which also generates income for the Friends. 

The Chairman thanked the Treasurer for all his work with the accounts and the processing 
of the membership applications, and he was warmly applauded.

10. Mr Sweet was nominated for the position of Treasurer by Mr G Finch and this was 
seconded by Mrs K Vincent. The Chairman thanked Mr Sweet for his agreement to continue
in this role and he was elected unopposed.

11. In April 2016 the Council requested that the appointment of the Independent Examiners 
be investigated as a possible means of reducing costs. BP Partners in Cheltenham have 
held this position for many years and have given excellent service. Representatives of CB 
Chartered Accountants with an office in Church Street, Tewkesbury, have met with the 
Treasurer and their quotation for the examination and preparation of the accounts in the 
form required to satisfy the Charity Commissioners is 50% of the current cost with BP 
Partners. The Finance and Investment Committee have endorsed the recommendation that 
the appointment of CB Chartered Accountants be put to members at the AGM. All voted in 
favour. 

A member asked if this would be the same company as used by the Abbey PCC as there 
may be some benefit from combining the work. The Treasurer replied that this was not the 
same company and the two charities are entirely separate. In addition the respective size of
the charities requires a different level of work – the PCC has an annual audit whereas the 
accounts for the Friends are examined. 

The Chairman recorded formal thanks to BP Partners for their excellent services.

12. The Vicar drew attention to his report in the Friends’ Annual Report, with its emphasis 
on moving forward to 20.21. Following the launch of the strategy in October 2015 plans 
have progressed and news will be announced on the Anniversary of the Consecration on 
23rd October 2016. A 10.30am service will be followed by a Bring and Share lunch, after 
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which there will be a presentation by the 20.21 Development Officer; as she was present at 
the meeting the Vicar took this opportunity to introduce Ms Val Proctor to the Friends. Ms 
Proctor has been setting up the resources for the role and will shortly begin to make 
applications to grant making bodies, as well as co-ordinating the day to day fundraising.

The Vicar also reported that the Abbey Health Check has commenced with Mrs K Vincent, 
one of the churchwardens, leading a small steering group to enquire whether the Abbey is 
fit for purpose. The group is looking at different aspects of church life: Godward, Usward, 
Outward, Leadership, and Support. The Report from this phase will be presented by the 
end of year. 

The Vicar advised that the Strategic Plan is available online, and he would welcome any 
questions and enquiries on this.

13. There were a few questions and comments from members at the meeting
 Could care be taken in determining the naming of categories for memberships as 

terms such as ‘Young Friends/Old Friends’ may be misconstrued.
 The Quinquennial Report for 2015 indicates that while there is ongoing work 

required the fabric has been maintained in good order. The emphasis is now for an 
increased level of constant monitoring, for example of the movement in the north 
nave aisle, and being more proactive in the maintenance. 

 The Camera Cantorum is in need of major refurbishment as it is too small for its 
purpose and some fabric work on the chapel is required

 Heating the Abbey: the improvement to the lighting has reduced the heat generation 
in the Abbey. A new heating system has been installed in the quire, and all 
accessible doors and windows have been sealed. The Fabric Committee of the PCC
continues to look at short, medium and long term solutions.

14. The Chairman concluded the meeting with the reminders that the coach for the visit to 
Hereford Cathedral would leave The Crescent at 1.00pm sharp the following day, and that 
the Friends’ Christmas Cards for 2016 were now available. The designs for the cards were 
the result of a competition held for local schools with Ellie Upton of Alderman Knight School 
and Matthew Bashford of Tewkesbury School as the winners for the Primary and Secondary
categories respectively. Mr  Birdsall was thanked for the idea of this competition and for 
chairing the panel of judges.

The Meeting closed with the Vicar leading the Friends’ Prayer at 3.15pm.

The date of the next AGM was confirmed as Sunday 2nd July 2017.

The meeting was followed by an entertaining and informative presentation on the subject of 
Her Majesty the Queen and her several roles, by Air Marshal Sir David Walker KCVO OBE 
DL, Head of the Household of the Sovereign 2005-13 and a Deputy Lieutenant of 
Gloucestershire. Following a number of questions from those present, Dr Crowther gave a 
vote of thanks to Sir David and he was warmly applauded. Tea was then served in the 
Touching Souls Tearoom and the Festival concluded with Choral Evensong in the Abbey.
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The Friends' Annual Festival

Sunday 2nd July, 2017

PROGRAMME FOR THE FRIENDS' ANNUAL FESTIVAL

9.15am ‘9.15 Together’ Parish Eucharist

11.00am Procession and Sung Eucharist

12.30pm Bring and Share Lunch

2.30pm AGM in the Parish Hall

followed by a talk by David Ireson:
“The Journey of a Musical Lifetime – 

40 years of Musica Deo Sacra”

4.00pm Tea and biscuits

5.00pm Solemn Evensong and Procession 

Agenda for the Annual General Meeting

The Friends' Meeting Prayer

Apologies and Opening Remarks

Minutes of the AGM held on the 3rd July 2016

Election of Chairman and Vice Chairman

Treasurer's Report and Accounts for the year ending 31/12/2016

Appointment of Treasurer

Vicar's News

Any Other Business

Date of Festival and AGM 2018  (1st July)

The Friends’ Meeting Prayer

God our Creator, grant that your love may be present at our meeting, so that what we say
and do may be for the good of Tewkesbury Abbey and its Friends. 

May we receive fresh encouragement in our work, catch a wider vision, and dedicate
ourselves anew to the work to which you have called us. 

We ask this in the name of Him who came not to be served, but to serve, 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen
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The Friends' Prayer

O God who for the glory of this thine earthly house 
didst move thy servant Edward Pountney Gough to found 

the fellowship of the Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey, 
wherein we are gathered 

faithfully to protect and adorn its beauty; 
grant, we beseech thee, that, 

we being zealous in the service of thy sanctuary, 
all who worship here may perceive the excellence of thy majesty 

and be filled with the fruits of thy Holy Spirit. 
Through Jesus Christ our Lord who liveth and reigneth with thee 

and the same Spirit, one God, world without end. 
Amen

Aims and Constitution

The purpose of the Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey is to assist in maintaining the fabric of the 
Abbey, and its services and activities, and adorning and preserving it, together with its 
furnishings, vestments and ornaments, for posterity.

The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey shall also be free to devote a part of their funds to the 
preservation and improvement of the properties forming part of the ancient possessions of 
the Monastery now vested in the Trust known as the Abbey Lawn Trust, provided that the 
ultimate control of the use to which such monies are put remains with the Trustees.

The management of the affairs of the Friends is in the hands of a Council. The Vicar and 
Churchwardens of the Abbey are ex-officio members of the Council; the Parochial Church 
Council nominates two representatives. Other places on the Council are filled by election at 
the Annual General Meeting of the Friends.

Photo credits: We are grateful to Friends and Abbey staff for providing photographs and 
giving access to the Abbey photo archives. In particular we thank Jack Boskett for his 
photographs from Advent 2016, and to Harrison Williams for the ‘Brass’ photograph.
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Angel playing a harp - one of several musical depictions 
in the nave roof bosses


